STATE OF ISRAEL 
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE 
PATENT AUTHORITY 



P.K. 25 

Date: May 4, 2008 
29 Nissan 5768 

YourNo.:G50375 

Sanford T. Colb & Co. 
4 Shaar Hagai, Marmorek 
Rehovot 76122 
2273 

Dear Sirs, 

Re: Notification concerning defects in Patent Application No. 159407 

Reference: Your letter dated April 14, 2008 

In accordance with the provisions of Regulation 41 of the Patents (Office Practice, Rules of 
Procedures, Documents and Fees) Regulations, 5728-1968, we hereby notify you that the defects 
detailed below were found in the application. 

You are required to reply to this notification within four months from its date, but you may request an 
extension of the period. Together with such a request, which must be submitted before the expiration 
of the period, you must pay a fee of NIS 56 for every month or a part thereof. 

Following are the defects: 

1 . Claim 1 at least does not define an invention in a technological field as required by Section 3, 
as the apparent contribution to the existing art that is embodied therein relates entirely to the 
visual attributes of the program guide, i.e. an icon-based hierarchical structure comprising a 
plurality of hierarchically ordered screens; whereas all the technical elements detailed in the 
claim are known, even according to the Applicant itself (see the introductory section of the 
Application's specification). See at greater length in this regard the Registrar's decision in re 
Revocation of Patent 142049, according to which inventions that deal in substance with the 
field of content, and specifically with a way of displaying information, are ineligible for a 
patent. 

The same objection applies, mutatis mutandis, to parallel claims 3, 8, 10 in the categories of 
the method and the device. 

2. Claim 12 at least is devoid of inventive step as required by Section 5 of the Law, as the only 
apparently new technical attribute described by it pertains to a smart agent that is used to 
personally customize information from a schedule of programs based on a profile of the 
viewer's preferences that is saved in a storage unit, whereas the use of smart agents in 
computing systems was known even according to the Applicant itself (see the introductory 
section of the Application's specification), and in fact - contrary to the Applicant's statement in 
the introduction - also in the context of television systems as well as a program guide or any 
other similar entity in a computer system, as demonstrated by each of the following 



publications, individually and collectively: US 4602279, EP669760A2, which describe 
personal customization of broadcast content and/or information in regard thereto. 

The same objection applies, mutatis mutandis, to parallel claims 13, 14, 15, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 
39, 41, 60, 62, 64, 70, 71 in the other categories. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 8, 10 do not reasonably derive from the specification, contrary to Section 13 of 
the Law, since there is no reference in the specification to an element that forms an icon-based 
program guide. 

4. The set of claims contains too many independent claims (20), contrary to the Office's accepted 
practice. See the Registrar's decision in re Opposition to Patent Application No. 112858 from 
November 29, 2004, paragraphs 35-38, and see also Regulation 20(a)(3). 

5. Your attention is drawn to the provisions of Section 2 of the Law, according to which not more 
than one patent may be received for the same invention - in light of the overlap with patent 
IL 121230 of the Applicant, especially in the claims pertaining to the smart agent. 



Sincerely yours, 

(-) 

Eran Ross 
Examiner 



Encl.: 

[ ] Original copy of the specification 
[ ] Figures - sheets no. 
[ ] Page(s)no. 
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ABSTRACT 



The present invention relates to an interactive commu- 
nication system, such as an interactive cable television 
system (10), for providing an interactive information 
output over a common output channel from a plurality 
of remotely transmitted different information inputs (22, 
24, 26, 28, 30) and, more particularly, relates to an im- 
proved method for interactively creating a selection 
profile for a subscriber and interactively selecting in 
real time one of a plurality of messages, such as televi- 
sion commercials or game scores, based upon the selec- 
tion profile whereby multiple users of a one-way televi- 
sion signal distribution network (60) may obtain an 
individualized or tailored program information content 
for a television programming sequence. The selection 
profile may be created in advance of transmission of the 
television program or commercial or during transmis- 
sion of a given program and may be varied from the 
head end. In this manner, highly tailored information 
may be provided to particular subscribers based on their 
individual profiles as recognized by the system. In addi- 
tion, selection profiles comprising subsets of a group of 
parameters may also be created with the tailored pro- 
gramming based on the subsets as well. 

14 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures "~* 
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The receiver allows individual programme information selection 
from the programme information signals transmitted with the digital 
television signals, via a TDM mode. An operating device (2) is 
coupled to a microprocessor (4), receiving the programme 
information signals from a demultiplexer (3), coupled to the receiver 
(1), with selection of appropriate programme information in 
accordance with the user's Individual interest profile, held in a read- 
only memory (10). Pref. the operating device is used to enter data 
corresponding to the individual interest profiles for a number of 
different user's and/or the microprocessor evaluates the television 
viewing habits of the user to provide the interest profile data for the 
read-only memory. [German] 
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Individuellen Programmvorschau aus Signalen, die einer 
ProgrammCibersicht dber eine VIelzahl von Femsehprogrammen 
entsprechen und im Zeitmultiplex mit digitaien Fernsehsignalen 
Qbertragen werden. 

Die Erfindung betrifft einen EmpfMnger zur Erzeugung ejner 
individuellen Programmvorschau aus Signalen, die elner 
ProgrsimmGbersicht dber eine Vielzahl von Femsehprogrammen 
entsprechen und im Zeitmultiplex mit digitaien Fernsehsignalen 
Obertragen werden. 
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